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2026  BC Pipers Association Annual Gathering 

PIPING, DRUMMING, AND PIPE BAND COMPETITION INFORMATION GUIDE 

Games Date:  Friday April 3 & Saturday April 4 2026 

Entries Closing Date: 16 March 2026  Early Bird Date: February 5th 2026 

VENUE – North Delta Secondary School, 11447 82nd Ave, Delta, BC.  Doors open at 8 am. Check in starts one hour 
before start of solo competitions.  

ENTRY FEES – Amateur $20 Open Piping and drumming $ 35-40, Open Piobaireachd $45,  
Band fees range from $40 to $50. Non BCPA or affiliate member surcharge per competitor is $30 solos, $60 bands. 

EARLY BIRD – EARLY RANDOM ENTRY POOL – The first week of entries is considered an early random entry pool.  
All entries received in the first week will be entered into a randomized draw for order of play.  After the first week 
all entries are first to enter, last to play.   

LATE ENTRY FEES – Late entries up to 72 hours after close of registration will be accepted at double entry fee.  
Competitor must contact the entries secretary (entries@bcpipers.orga) 

ADMISSION FOR COMPETITORS: The band player roster will be the one officially registered with the BCPA 
Membership Chair (membership@bcpipers.org) Due March 1, with modifications due two weeks in advance of the 
games date.  Competitors who are not present on the solo competitors list or band rosters will have to pay 
admission, which is non refundable. 

ADMISSION FOR SPECTATORS: Free admission on Friday , $10 on Saturday ages 11+ 
Advance admission tickets available here.  Admission tickets will also be available at the door.  All spectators 11 years 
and over will need to have an admission ticket and will receive a wristband at the entrance table. Admission includes 
solos and band competitions, awards ceremony and the on-site "After Hours" Ceilidh.  Competitors and Volunteers 
are free. 
 
ONSITE REGISTRATION: Competitors should check in and obtain a competitor number at the Piping & Drumming 
Registration table.  On site entries are not accepted. 

RULES: BCPA Annual Gathering events in solo piping, solo drumming and pipe bands are conducted under the rules of 
the BC Pipers’ Associa�on.  For full rules see Solo piping rules or Solo drumming rules  or Pipe Band Rules   
CPA (Competing Pipers Association) Combined B&C Grade Piobaireachd Event Compe�tors must be current CPA “B” or “C” 
Grade members and provide proof of CPA membership with your entry. CPA Junior members are not 
permited to compete in this event. The event will be adjudicated by a BCPA or ANAPBA affiliated associa�on “A” 
Cer�ficate Piobaireachd Adjudicator or a CPA “A” Grade member. This event is officially sanc�oned and recognized by 
the Compe�ng Pipers Associa�on. 
 
SCHEDULE: Solo compe��ons will start early morning and band compe��ons begin in the a�ernoon.  In advance of 
the games, schedules will be posted on the BCPA Website at Event Schedule and at the Piping and Drumming 
Registra�on Table on games day. 
 
ORDER OF PLAY:  Orders of play for all Open Events will be determined by random draw. The draw will take place 1 
day following the closing date at the BCPA Entries Secretary’s address. See Early Random Entry Pool (Early Bird) 
above.  In advance of the games, all orders of play will be posted on the BCPA Website Order of Play and at the Piping 
and Drumming Registration Table on games day. 

PRIZES: For solo events other than Open, prizes are medals.  For solo Open and Band events, monetary prizes are 
awarded.  The aggregate winner of each grade receives a perpetual trophy.  Value of prize money can be obtained from 
the Games organizer at treasurer@bcpipers.org 

mailto:entries@bcpipers.orga
https://bcpipers.wildapricot.org/event-6529080
https://bcpipers.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/BCPA-Solo-Piping-Rules-Rev-17.pdf
https://bcpipers.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/BCPA-Solo-Snare-and-Tenor-Drumming-Rules-Rev-16.pdf
https://bcpipers.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/BCPA-Pipe-Band-Competition-Rules-Rev18.pdf
https://bcpipers.org/competitors-corner/event-schedule-for-2024-2025/
https://bcpipers.org/competitors-corner/order-of-play-for-2025-2026/
mailto:treasurer@bcpipers.org
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TUNE SUBMISSIONS  and SELECTIONS:  Where required tunes must be submited online when entering or submited by 
email to entries@bcpipers.org by entry closing date.  For events where submission of more than one tune/set is required, 
the adjudicator shall select the tune/set from the compe�tor’s list submited with their entry form.  

For Grade 2, 1, and Open Piping, CPA B&C, and Open Snare Drumming events, tunes and sets shall be submited online or to 
entries@bcpipers.org by closing date. For Grade 2, 1, and Open Piping and CPA B&C events, the compe�tor will receive their 
selected tune when they enter the final tuning area prior to compe�ng. For Open Snare Drumming events, the selected set 
for each compe�tor in each event will be posted 3 hours before the start of the compe��on at the registra�on table..  

If the Grade 2, 1, and Open Piping, CPA B&C, or Open Snare Drumming compe�tor does not submit their tunes or sets by 
the entry deadline, the compe�tor shall inform the adjudicator of the tunes or sets for the event at his/her scheduled 
compe��on �me and the adjudicator shall indicate which tune or set is to be performed. 
 
For band events, selec�on of MSR (Grades 1 & 2) will be conducted by the Chief Steward when band is at the star�ng 
line. 
 
SATURDAY AWARDS CEREMONY 
The awards ceremony will take place immediately after the Saturday band contest. The BCPA places great emphasis on dignity and 
presentation at the awards ceremony. First prize and aggregate winners must appear in Highland dress to receive their awards on 
stage. 

CLASSROOM RULES 
All classrooms are non-smoking, non-vaping, non-drug & non-alcoholic areas. 

It is very important to the BCPA that the content of all classrooms not be disturbed during the events  and that, at the end of the 
competitions, all rooms be returned to their original condition.  All personal items and belongings must be removed from the 
classrooms by 7:00 pm, doors will be locked at this time. Pipers may keep their pipes with them in a designated area in the Theatre during 
the band contest and awards ceremony. The indicated representative for a band is responsible for checking in with the Chief Steward upon 
arrival and for maintaining integrity of the room to which the band is assigned. 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS 
During the compe��on days, in case of an emergency please contact either  
Entries Secretary Mona Robertson at 604-619-3732 or BCPA Director Alisa Corscadden 604-308-5123 
 
FOOD SERVICE is not available in the school on Friday. We are working on Food service availability in the school on 
Saturday. There is a good selec�on of restaurants nearby. 
 
SENIOR ADJUDICATOR DRUMMING WORKSHOPS 
The Senior Drumming Adjudicator will conduct workshops for snare drummers on Friday: 
10 am – 11:15 am for solo grades: Beginner, 4, and 3 and  
11:30 am – 1:00 pm for solo grades 2, 1  
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm for drumming instructors at the Annual Gathering venue.  Admission is free. 
 
BCPA “AFTER HOURS” CEILIDH The BCPA “A�er Hours” Ceilidh begins at the Annual Gathering venue immediately a�er the 
Saturday band contest and awards presenta�on. 
 Aggregate winners of all solo grades in piping, snare drumming, and tenor drumming are encouraged to play. 
 

  

mailto:entries@bcpipers.org
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WAIVER STATEMENT – (To be agreed to by competitor, or parent/guardian if under age 18)                                                             
I desire to enter the events iden�fied, and in considera�on of your acceptance of this entry, I hereby, for myself, my 
heirs, executors and administrators, waive and relieve any and all claims I may have against the Games name and 
society for injuries which may be suffered by me while in atendance. I hereby grant permission to BCPA and BCPA 
Annual Gathering or their representa�ves the right to take photographs, video recordings, and audio recordings of 
me at the Gathering. I authorize the use of my name, image, likeness, and voice in any promo�onal materials 
including websites, social media, print, and broadcast media without compensa�on. 

PERFORMING RIGHTS STATEMENT – (To be agreed to by competitor or band representative)                                              
The player or band referenced on this entry has permission to publicly perform all of the music he/she/it will perform 
at BCPA Annual Gathering compe��ons and consents to the BCPA Annual Gathering recording, storing, reproducing and 
broadcas�ng any performances publicly through whatever means it deems appropriate. The representa�ve of the 
band comple�ng this entry has consent from all individual performers in the band to act on their behalf in providing 
consent to the BCPA Annual Gathering to record, store, reproduce and broadcast performances by those performers. 

  

Piping Events  Piping Music Requirements  
Number Grade Event Fri Sat 

102 Beginner Slow Air  Sat 
103 Beginner 2/4 March  Sat 
111 Grade 5 2/4 March  Sat 
112 Grade 5 Slow Air  Sat 
121 Grade 4 2/4 March  Sat 
122 Grade 4 Piobaireachd Fri  
123 Grade 4 Strathspey & Reel  Sat 
131 Grade 3 2/4 March  Sat 
132 Grade 3 Strathspey & Reel  Sat 
133 Grade 3 Piobaireachd Fri  
141 Grade 2 MSR  Sat 
142 Grade 2 Piobaireachd Fri  
144 Grade 2 Jig  Sat 
151 Grade 1 MSR  Sat 
152 Grade 1 Piobaireachd Fri  
154 Grade 1 Jig  Sat 
161 Open MSR  Sat 
162 Open Piobaireachd Fri  
164 Open Jig  Sat 
173 Adult 6/8 March  Sat 
171 Adult 2/4 March  Sat 
174 Adult Piobaireachd Fri  
181 Adult Prep 2/4 March  Sat 
182 Adult Prep Slow Air  Sat 
192 CPA B&C Piobaireachd Fri  

https://bcpipers.org/music-requirements-piping/
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Drumming Events Drumming Music Requirements 

Number Grade Event Fri Sat 
202 Beginner 2/4 March  Sat 
203 Beginner 6/8 March  Sat 
221 Grade 4 2/4 March  Sat 
222 Grade 4 6/8 March  Sat 
231 Grade 3 2/4 March  Sat 
232 Grade 3 6/8 March  Sat 
241 Grade 2 MSR  Sat 
242 Grade 2 Hornpipe & Jig  Sat 
251 Grade 1 MSR  Sat 
252 Grade 1 Hornpipe & Jig  Sat 
261 Open MSR  Sat 
262 Open Hornpipe & Jig  Sat 
301 Beginner 2/4 March  Sat 
302 Beginner 6/8 March  Sat 
341 Novice 2/4 March  Sat 
342 Novice 6/8 March  Sat 
351 Intermediate MSR  Sat 
353 Intermediate 6/8 March  Sat 
361 Open MSR Fri  
362 Open Hornpipe & Jig Fri  

 

Band Events  Pipe Band and Corps Music Requirements 
Number Grade Event  Sat 

812 Grade 5 Quick March Set  Sat 
821 Grade 4 Medley  Sat 
822 Grade 4 MSR  Sat 
831 Grade 3 Medley  Sat 
832 Grade 3 MSR  Sat 
841 Grade 2 Medley  Sat 
842 Grade 2 MSR  Sat 
851 Grade 1 Medley  Sat 
852 Grade 1 MSR  Sat 

 

https://bcpipers.org/music-requirements-drumming/
https://bcpipers.org/music-requirements-bands-and-corps/

